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We have a couple of September events: Cashmere 

Airport day on 9/12 in Cashmere (see newsletter 

for details from Sandra) and painting a compass 

rose in Walla Walla 9/18 and 9/19.  

We only need a couple of helpers to paint the 

compass rose on Friday afternoon and as much 

help as we can get Saturday morning. Stay tuned 

for details on time and RSVP to Aileen or me if you 

plan to help. Guests are welcome and wear 

something you don’t mind getting paint on.  

Also be sure to review the details for our October 

17 meeting in LaGrande, OR. You don’t want to 

miss our hot springs day! 

Looking forward to seeing all of you and sharing 

what everyone has been up to.  

Lynn 

We welcome less smoke a slightly cooler weather.  

I hope everyone enjoyed the Section meeting in 

Driggs.  

A Line from Lynn  

 

Upcoming Events 

See page 2 for details 

99s Meetings 

Sat.,  Sept. 12 — 99s booth at 

Cashmere Airport 8S2.  Looking 

for volunteers to help 

 

Fri-Sat., Sept. 18-19—Painting a 

compass rose at Walla Walla 

Airport KALW (See details on  

p. 2) 

 

Sat. Oct. 17—99s meeting in 

LaGrande, OR.  (See details on 

p. 2) 

 

 

 

Please let Sandra know if you plan to attend.                

Sandra.phenning@gmail.com  or  509-433-4348 

 September 12 
 Aviation Day - Cashmere Airport 8S2 

9:30—3:00 

99s Booth 

We need volunteers 

I feel like I say this every month but 

wow, September already! How does 

that happen? 

http://www.midcolumbia99s.org


 TYPE DATE THEME/ACTIVITY LOCATION 

99s Booth Sept. 12 Promote 99s at booth during Airport Days Cashmere, WA  8S2 

Airmarking Sept. 18-19 Paint Walla Walla Compass Rose Walla Walla, WA  KALW 

99s Mtg. Oct. 17 La Grande La Grande, OR  LGD 

99s Mtg. Nov. 14 Planning Meeting Walla Walla, WA   KALW 

99s Mtg. Dec. 12 Christmas  Meeting TBD 
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Changed since last issue 

Actual 99 meeting dates 

October 1 - First Wings Award application deadline 

(awarded by The 99s International organization for 

primary training)  

Watch for more details in the coming newsletters 

and emails! If you have questions in the meantime, 

contact Michelle McEntire 

(541) 805-1007 
Mich.mcentire@gmail.com  

Sept. 12—99s Booth at Cashmere 

Sept. 18-19—Compass Rose at Walla Walla  

Oct. 17—Meeting & Spa at La Grande  

Come help at the 99s booth at 

the Cashmere Airport Day! 

Hours are from 9:30 (set-up) 

to 3:00.   

Come help promote the 

Ninety-Nines! 

Contact Sandra at  

509-433-4348 or 

sandra.phenning@gmail if you 

plan to come.  Bring a chair. 

On Sept. 18 in Walla Walla, the compass 

rose will be outlined and painting will 

begin.  On Saturday, Sept. 19, the painting 

will be completed.  We need helpers 

either day.  Contact Aileen at 509-551-

1784 or bcoverdell@charter.net if you 

would like to help. 

The Mid-Columbia Ninety-Nines meeting for October will take 
place on Saturday, October 17, 2026 at 12 PM at Hot Lake Springs 
Resort, 6 miles from the La Grande airport (KLGD). We'll have 
lunch at the Hot Lake Springs restaurant, then soak in their hot 
springs from 1:30 until whenever (the afternoon soaking session is 
from 12 to 4:45).  Same-day reservations can be made, but I would 
encourage earlier reservations to be sure space is available. The 
cost is $29 per person. Lodging is also available for those who wish 
to stay overnight. 

https://hotlakespringsresort.com/soaking/ 

If you're flying in, KLGD has 3 courtesy cars, plus I will be there and 
can carry 3 passengers. 

Michelle McEntire  (541) 805-1007 

Mich.mcentire@gmail.com  

mailto:Mich.mcentire@gmail.com?subject=Scholarships
mailto:sandra.phenning@gmail
mailto:bcoverdell@charter.net
https://hotlakespringsresort.com/soaking/
mailto:Mich.mcentire@gmail.com


Mid-Columbia Ninety-Nine Minutes  

August 15, 2026 

2nd Street Grill 

Yakima, WA 

 

The regular meeting of the Mid-Columbia Chapter of the Ninety-Nines was held at Second Street Grill in Yakima.  (We were unable 

to have any fly-ins due to smoke and some SIGMET’s.)  This was a new location for us and proved to be affordable, good food, 

great service.  We might have our Christmas meeting here. 

Chapter officers present were Lynn Harbinson, Chapter Chair, Marjy Leggett, Treasurer and Newsletter, and Sandra Phenning, 

Secretary and Membership.  

Chapter members present were DeAnna Ankrum, Sara Seamans ( and son Matthew), Anne English, Nadiia Ramthrum (new 

member), Sue Purvis (NW Section Treasurer) 

The meeting started at 10:15 AM. 

Since we had a new member, we had a long introduction session.  Lynn prompted us to tell any air racing stories, since the Palms 

to Pines race was happening that weekend.  Several of our members had flown in P2P, Airrace Classic and others. 

Lynn went over our upcoming schedule: 

Sept. 19 - airmarking at Walla Walla (KALW) is on track, according to Aileen, our Airmarking Maven.  She does not need help 

on Friday, and will let us know what she needs on Saturday.  

Lynn explained that air marking is a 99’s activity involving painting an airport identifier, name, or compass rose on an 

airfield. 

Prosser is requesting a compass after they repave.  The new asphalt will need to cure, so maybe 2028? 

Sept.12 - Cashmere Airport Day.  This airport loves for us to have a booth at their event.  It’s usually a fun day.  Sandra and 

Sue will wo-man the booth there and would love any and all to join. 

October 17 meeting is a spa retreat in La Grande.  Sandra checked with the hotel/hot springs and Michelle.  We can get a 

daily pass or people can get rooms.  Hot springs are included with any room. 

November will be our usual planning meeting held in Walla Walla. 

December Christmas party still needs a new location. Porters in Richland has a back room, but $250.  We can have it free if 

it’s not booked by that night.  Anne suggested Snipes Mountain in Sunnyside.  We can also try CG’s as we like them. 

 

The NW Section meeting is in Driggs, ID, August 27th.  Marjy, Bonnie, and Anne will be attending.  Sue was going to camp, but has 

cancelled due to smoke. 

Lynn explained the structure of the 99’s, International, Sections, Chapters. 

Marjy encouraged all to go to the section and international meetings.  It’s an opportunity to connect, make lifelong friends, learn 

so much, and see the world. 

Oshkosh and other aviation events were discussed. 

Meeting was adjourned at 11:50 AM. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Sandra Phenning 
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https://ninety-nines.org/airmarking/


 

 

 

      The Northwest Section’s Annual Meeting was held in Driggs, Idaho from August 27-30.  Those attending from the Mid-

Columbia Chapter were Anne English, Marjy Leggett, Aileen Coverdell, Bonnie Molitor, Diane Lambert, and Friend of the Ninety-

Nines, Steve Lambert.   

       Because of the smoke, poor weather forecast, and Driggs runway closure, no one from the Mid-Columbia Chapter flew in.   

Although Wednesday, August 26 was nice in the morning, from the afternoon on, it rained with lightning and thunder, and low 

clouds every day of the conference.  Except for the business meeting and the banquet, all events were held outdoors under a 

wood picnic shelter.  This included the Thursday evening reception and barbecue and Saturday breakfast. 

       At the business meeting, Terry  Carbonell, our newly elected president, spoke to the group with information from 

Headquarters: 

• The 100th anniversary of The Ninety-Nines is coming up in 2029.  They are working on a Centennial Celebration. 

• Tabatha Narvaiz was selected as the new  Executive Director.  She has been on the job for about three weeks. 

• Chapters are encouraged to post their activities to the International Events Calendar.  These include such things as air 

marking, races, flying events, and any other activities that other chapter members might enjoy doing. 

• A scavenger hunt is taking place now until October 15.  You are welcome to participate.  Next month’s activity will be 

art in the sky (creating a picture with your flight route). 

• An aviation workbook called Aviation Adventures, aimed at girls between the ages of 13-18, is in its final stages of 

development. 

• The 2027 International Conference will be in Australia September 9-11 at the Hyatt Regency.  Registration will open in 

November 2026.  Terry encourages attendees to stay at the hotel rather than making other arrangements.  This past 

year in San Diego,  it cost The Ninety-Nines $18,000 because we did not make our quota of hotel room rentals. 

The Northwest spring Board meeting will be held at Pearson Field in Vancouver, Washington from April 15-17, 2027. 

The Northwest Section Annual Meeting will be in Fairbanks, Alaska.  They are still working on the dates. 

Governor Beth Chapple is looking for volunteers to participate in the various committees.  If you are interested in serving on a 

committee, contact Beth at bethchapple@gmail.com or (206) 412-2861. 
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Attendees at the 

Northwest Section 

meeting in Driggs, 

Idaho. 

mailto:bethchapple@gmail.com


Kim Wisneski:  Kim is a student pilot living in Leavenworth.  She has just joined The Ninety-Nines and our chapter.  

Welcome, Kim!  She has some big news!  On August 31st, she did her first solo!  Woohoo!  Congratulations! 

Nadiia Ramthun:  I just got my first class medical under 2 months after it had 

been deferred! I did spend about 1-2 months gathering all documents 

prior to applying, but FAA seems to move at lightning speed if you submit 

with all required paperwork! Very excited to start working on getting ready 

to solo! 
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Diane Lambert:  Stephen and I flew our new RV-12 to Fullerton, CA, for a Disneyland trip with family. Here are a couple of 

photos from the flight -- in the air, Mt. Shasta, and central California. 

Diane & Steve 

Mount Shasta 
Central California 



Congratulations to Catherine Day!   

Catherine passed her checkride on August 11!   

Sue Purvis:  My son and his family were visiting from Washington DC, and I got to take them up flying. They had a great time, too.   

Sue flying with 
her grand 
daughter. 

The grand 
children are all 

smiles after 
riding with their 
grandmother. 
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While attending the Northwest Section meeting in Driggs, Idaho, Aileen, Bonnie, Marjy, and Anne did some 

exploring.  Ninety-Nines president Terry Carbonell joined us on a side trip to Jackson, Wyoming. 

Current Ninety-Nines president Terry 

Carbonell has a heart to heart talk with 

the first president, Amelia Earhart. 

Terry, Anne, Marjy, Aileen, and Bonnie 

are all smiles, but do they realize there is 

a giant bear ready to attack? 

A photo of Terry, Aileen, Bonnie, and 

Marjy in front of the famous antler 

arc in Jackson, Wyoming 
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From the Grand Targhee Resort, Aileen, Bonnie, Anne, 

and Marjy took the chair lift to the summit, an elevation 

climb from 8,000 feet to over 10,000 feet.  Spectacular 

views of the valley could be seen from above. 

Stopping in Jackson 
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Order your shirt and jacket Mid-Columbia uniform from Dani Smith at thirdday97838@gmail.com  Dani says, “Thank you so much 

for allowing me to be a part of this and giving me the opportunity to work on this project for you. I don’t mind letting ladies try 

the garments on BEFORE decorating so they can be sure that it fits. If someone orders a size, doesn’t try it on, and then it doesn’t 

fit, we can’t be responsible for it, so I like to give them the option. That way if it doesn’t fit we can either return the garment to 

our supplier or use it for something else, but once it’s decorated, there’s nothing we can do. So please know you are free to try 

the shirt and jacket on before I decorate it, if you have any concerns about the sizes. 

Please let me know if you have any questions.  Items may be ordered on an individual basis and  do not need to wait for a group 

buy.  Price and size charts are below.  Contact Dani Smith at thirdday97838@gmail.com . 

ORDER YOUR MID-COLUMBIA 99S SHIRT AND JACKET 

Prices:   Jacket    T-Shirt 

 S-XL = $85.00   S-XL = $30.00 

Future International Conferences 

WHERE’S OUR NORTHWEST SECTION MEETING IN 2027? 

FAIRBANKS, ALASKA! 

OTHER NORTHWEST SECTION EVENTS: 

APRIL 15-18, 2027—Northwest Board Meeting at Pearson Field, Vancouver, WA 

2028 Northwest Section—in the Seattle area (perhaps Bellevue) 

mailto:thirdday97838@gmail.com
mailto:thirdday97838@gmail.com
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INCREASES TO WASHINGTON AIRCRAFT AND DRONE TAXES AND FEES 

NOTICE TO AIRMEN 

We’re reaching out to share an important update for aircraft and drone owners and operators in Washington state. 

The Washington State Legislature passed House Bill 2711, which increases certain aviation and drone related excise taxes and 

registration fees.  

Key changes include: 

• Aviation fuel tax increasing from 18 cents to 25 cents per gallon, effective Nov. 1, 2026. 

• Annual aircraft registration fee increasing from $15 to $30, effective Jan. 1, 2027. 

• Aircraft and drone excise taxes increasing under a revised fee schedule, effective Jan. 1, 2027. 

• Beginning Jan. 1, 2028, registration fees and excise taxes will be adjusted annually by 2%. 

Weight-based fee schedule is for commercial aviation as defined by RCW 82.48.030. 
 

Please review the attached flyer for additional details, including the updated aircraft type and weight-based fee 

schedules.  Additionally, you can read the full text at Engrossed Substitute House Bill 2711; Chapter 255, Laws of 2026; 69th 

Legislature, 2026 Regular Session.    

We also encourage you to share this information with 

other aircraft owners, operators and aviation partners 

who may be affected. 

Questions may be directed to WSDOT Aviation at 

wsdotaviation@wsdot.wa.gov. 

Thank you, 

 

WSDOT Aviation 

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=82.48.030
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=2711&Year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=2711&Year=2025
mailto:wsdotaviation@wsdot.wa.gov

